In fact, in all other cases of doubt, except when there is the possibility of a grave abdominal condition, it is safe to predict that the course of diaphragmatic pleurisy will be such that by the third or fifth day at latest there will be some extension of the inflammation to the surrounding parts which will clear away all difficulties in diagnosis.
Adults will rarely die in the early stages, though in children a rapid?almost sudden?fatal termination is by no means uncommon, and the cause of death is usually only ascertained at the autopsy.
